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Night Sky Brightness Around Nishi-Harima Astronomical Observatory
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Abstract

We present wide—angle pictures taken on a moonless night to record and evaluate the city-light
pollution around the Nishi-Harima Observatory. For comparison, pictures taken on a hill near the
Okayama Astrophysical Observatory are also presented. Photographs were taken using a high sen—
sitivity films in December, 1992 and January, 1993 and were developed simultaneously. Presently,
the condition of the night sky is fairly good at Nishi-Harima for astronomical observations except
for the south—east direction toward Himeji city. However, it is important to monitor the long term

variation in the sky condition in order to maintain a favorable observing site.
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